Ed Sandalls
1938 – 1997

The following tribute was written by Ed’s son Ted:
Some will say that 59 is an early age to pass away, but I believe that what is important is the quality of life within those years and what one is remembered for.

So what type of man was my father and how would he like to be remembered? He was a hardworking talented family man who believed the simple things in life were best. Throughout his life he carried out hard manual work and I know in later years this work took a toll on his body, but he hardly ever took a day off sick. I remember a man who worked, worked and worked. He felt it his duty to be a provider: to earn enough money to put a meal on the table and pay the bills. He was the type of man who could turn his hand to any task from gas heating as he did when we lived in Walberton to building wooden fences, chicken runs and driveways. All these and various other challenges would be completed skilfully and with pride.
My father not only had pride in himself but in his children and in his 18 grandchildren. His family is what he lived for – no matter how much trouble we caused him he would forgive and forget. The materials things in life didn’t interest him what mattered most was The family. Just two months before he died he said that his only regret was that he didn’t have enough capital to leave all his children and grandchildren something. As far as I am concerned the support and advice he gave me was enough. He was not only my father but a role model and friend.

I can’t finish with saying something of his favourite past time – going to the pub for a pint. I am sure he would want me to mention that for as long as I can remember he’d love a drink and any excuse to go for one. He used to collect pub matchboxes and beer mats and tell you the name of any pub in West Sussex and he was last there.
I would like to end by saying that the most important gift my father left me is the memory of the great times we had together; these I cherish and hold dear. I remember a strong cheerful man. I know I speak for all the family when I say he was dearly loved and will be sadly missed,
